
 

 

2022 WIBF NATIONAL INDUSTRY AWARDS 

Meet the Judges (part 1) 

 
Sophie Ray is an experienced Non-Executive Director, Board Chair and business owner. Currently, 

she is a Non-Executive Director of GO2 People (ASX:GO2);  Independent Chair of RSL NSW (where 

she is the first female Chair in its 100 year history); and Chair of NAWO (National Association of 

Women in Operations), Peak Care Equipment Pty Ltd, the Shoalhaven Women's Resource Group 

and the Shoalhaven Education Fund. Sophie's executive career included fifteen years as a corporate 

and regulatory lawyer at PwC in Australia & the UK.  

 

Sophie is a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and the Women on Boards' 

WOBSX program. She lives with her husband and two daughters at her family's winery and tourism 

business on the NSW South Coast.  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Trent Alston; B.Build (Hons, UNSW); GMQ (AGSM); AMP (INSEAD); GAICD 

Trent Alston has a commercial and robust level of expertise combined with an ability to forge capital 
partnerships, work cross cultures, interpret complex data and use it for commercial advantage. This 
experience has been gained as an executive with over 30 years in the construction, development, real 
estate investment and funds management industries during his time at Lendlease, Colonial First State 
Global Asset Management and Challenger Limited. 

More recently Trent has taken on a non-executive career with directorships at ASX listed Abacus 
Property Group, the New South Wales government’s state-owned corporation Landcom and Stone & 
Chalk. He also works as an advisor to Doorsteps Group, EG Funds Management (Japan), Kokusai 
Business Advisors and US based Trimont Real Estate Advisors. 

Trent’s experience covers office, retail, logistics, residential and mixed-use assets plus real estate 
lending and involved establishing capital partnerships with leading sovereign funds and global 
institutions plus responsibility for investments made by Challenger Life. This included delivery of 



 

complex projects with $1B+ budgets and responsibility for the investment and business strategy 
+$10bn real estate business platforms across Australia and Japan. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Virginia Malley has a strong and successful long term track record at blue chip and disruptor firms in 
the financial services industry including banking, investment management, wrap platforms, custody, 
life insurance, managed investment schemes, superannuation, and ASX-listed investment trusts and 
companies. During her executive career Virginia worked at Dun & Bradstreet and then at Macquarie 
from 1987 to 2012. At Macquarie, Virginia was Chief Risk Officer of the Funds Management Group. 

Following her decision to develop a portfolio of non-executive roles, she remained on the boards of 
several subsidiary companies at Macquarie including Macquarie Investment Management Ltd. She 
has since served on the boards of Perpetual Superannuation Ltd, the Clean Energy Regulator and 
Morphic Ethical Equities and is presently the Acting Chair of the Biodiversity Conservation Trust of 
NSW and a member of the icare and Perpetual Equity Investment Co Ltd boards. In addition, Virginia 
chairs the compliance committees for Pinnacle Funds Services and Bell Asset Management and is a 
member of the Sydney Airport Trust compliance committee. 

In her environmental sector roles, Virginia has overseen the integrity of several market-based 
schemes in renewable energy, carbon abatement and conservation. During 2019-2020, as 
Independent Reviewer, she undertook the first review of the Carbon Industry Code of Conduct and is 
now Chair of the Code Review Panel which promotes and enforces the carbon industry’s conduct 
standards. 

Long-term stewardship is the unifying theme of Virginia’s current roles which are focused on the long-
term protection of valuable assets held for beneficiaries and the wider community, that is, financial 
and natural capital portfolios including investment, superannuation real property, carbon and 
biodiversity. 

 

 

 


